PRO BARBERING & BARBERING
F O U N D AT I O N S P R O G R A M S
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BARBERING IS THE
A RT O F C R E AT I N G . . .
WITHOUT AN ERASER.
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BARBERING IS BOOMING
The cut. The shave. Looking good. Feeling good. Personal grooming has never had a
higher profile or been bigger business.
According to Forbes Magazine, Barbering is one of the fastest growing
professions in the world. Barbershops are back and bucking the retail trends.
“There is a cultural resurgence of men’s grooming, estimated to reach $26
billion…” Forbes Magazine.
For nearly 50 years the Blanche Macdonald Centre has repeatedly proved to
be Canada’s leading educational establishment in the creative industries. Our
graduates’ success represent our heritage and our high standards. Our Pro Hair
grads own successful businesses and win prestigious awards across Canada and
the world. At Blanche Macdonald we understand the craft, the culture and the
business of creativity. This is what sets our Professional Barbering Programs apart.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Our professional Barbering Programs will fully prepare you for the Barbering
industry. Learn the tools, skills and techniques to develop your own home based
business, rent a barber chair, or join a top tier shop, studio or salon. With the
mentorship of our award-winning instructors you will gain a broad set of tools
and techniques, learn fundamental business skills, and develop the confidence
and creativity to succeed in this industry.
To accelerate your career, we created condensed FT and PT Barbering programs
that can adapt to your schedule. We’ll fast-track you by equipping you with the
fundamental skills for cutting, clipper work, fading/blending, shaving, razor
techniques, beard design and shaping, styling, finishing, and classic / modern styles.
Each level is a curated mix of theory, workshops, practical work, and reallife experience. Take part in professional photo shoots to build an industrystandard portfolio with images that you can boost on social media. Explore the
fundamentals of the business, coaching you in client relations, resumé building,
social media and retail strategies. This fast paced, progressive curriculum gives
you the important foundational theory and leans heavily into the practical skills,
techniques and training. In our professional salon, Q&A, you can develop a client
base that could follow you throughout your career.
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250 HOU R S

Professional Barbering

FOUNDAT I ONS PROGRA M
PROFESSIONAL BARBERING FOUNDATIONS PROGRAM (250 HOURS)
250 hour program
Schedule Options:
A. 20 hours per week x 12.5 weeks
Mon to Wed (or Wed to Friday) during the day for 8 hours each day
B. 12.5 hours per week x 20 weeks
Sundays for 8.5 hours plus Tuesdays for 4 hours
C. 8 hours per week x 33 weeks
Saturdays for 8 hours (closed for 2 weeks during December holidays)

PROGRAM OUTLINE

(250 HOURS)

1. The Cut - 16 traditional cuts
2. The Shave - razors, modern shaving tools, beards, moustaches
3. The Science - skin and scalp care
4. The Style - blowdrying and styling
5. The Purity - sanitation, hygiene, disinfection, safety
6. The Products - grooming, styling, skincare
7. The Clients - service, developing a clientele, marketing essentials
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600 HOURS

Professional Barbering
PROG RAM
PROFESSIONAL BARBERING PROGRAM (600 HOURS)
600 hour program
Schedule:
A. 24 hours per week x 25 weeks
Mon to Wed (or Wed to Friday) during the day for 8 hours each day

PROGRAM OUTLINE

(600 HOURS)

Levels 1-14 included:
1. The Cut - 16 traditional cuts
2. The Shave - razors, modern shaving tools, beards, moustaches
3. The Science - skin and scalp care
4. The Style - blowdrying and styling
5. The Purity - sanitation, hygiene, disinfection, safety
6. The Products - grooming, styling, skincare
7. The Clients - service, developing a clientele, marketing essentials
8. The Colour - products, science, creativity, technique of hair colour
9. The Chemistry - “Chem Tech” treatments for Hair
10. The Stencil - creating hair stencils, hair tattoos
11. The Fashion - fashion photo shoot and editorial looks
12. The TV & Film industry - barbering needs for working on set
13. The Social - developing your social media presence
14. The Shop - the business of barbering
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6 00 HO U RS

Professional Barbering

C OU R S E D E SCRIP TI O NS
PROGRAM OUTLINE
Professional Barbering Foundations Program (250 hours)
Includes Levels 1 to 7
1. The Cut - 16 traditional cuts
2. The Shave - razors, modern shaving tools, beards, moustaches
3. The Science - skin and scalp care
4. The Style - blowdrying and styling
5. The Purity - sanitation, hygiene, disinfection, safety
6. The Products - grooming, styling, skincare
7. The Clients - service, developing a clientele, marketing essentials

Professional Barbering Program (600 hours)
Includes Levels 1 to 7, plus levels 8 to 14
8. The Colour - products, science, creativity, technique of hair colour
9. The Chemistry - “Chem Tech” treatments for Hair
10. The Stencil - creating hair stencils, hair tattoos
11. The Fashion - fashion photo shoot and editorial looks
12. The TV & Film industry - barbering needs for working on set
13. The Social - developing your social media presence
14. The Shop - the business of barbering
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1. THE CUT
Everything starts with solid fundamentals. We’ll guide you through
every step of the process as you master barbering’s 16 traditional
cuts, including precision cuts and clipper cuts. As you become familiar
with each cut’s individual elements, you’ll learn how to combine them
to create any style, and achieve the knowledge required to create the
right look for each and every client. Today’s styles include the fade, the
pompadour and the gentleman’s cut, which you’ll be creating on real
models as you hone your technique to perfection.

“We were never taught to do specific creative styles.
We learned the skills and the ability to look at a style
and know how to do it.”
Dylan Walker, Graduate and Stylist, SIR Modern Barbershop, Vancouver

2 . T H E S H AV E
The straight razor shave delivers more than just a clean face. Performed
expertly, a great shave is a timeless relaxation ritual and the apex of
personal grooming. Through the advice, support and supervision of our
expert instructors, you’ll acquire the knowledge, the technique and the
confidence to craft the ultimate experience for your clients. That means
developing and perfecting your straight razor and modern shaving tool
skills. These key techniques will be paired with an ability to prepare and
care for every skin type before and after the shave, and help you foster
the creativity to design and shape beards and moustaches that suit an
individual’s facial structure and personal style.

“I took the program seriously, but I wasn’t stressed. I was
always excited about what I was going to learn each day.
I didn’t have to hand in math homework, so it didn’t feel
like school to me,”
Freddy Sim, Pro Hair Graduate and two-time British Columbia Hairstylist of the
Year, Contessa Awards
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3. THE SCIENCE (SKIN AND SCALP CARE)
Every skin and scalp requires unique care, and top professional barbers can do
more than simply recognize and point out problems. You’ll leave our Professional
Barbering Foundations Program with an extensive knowledge of skin conditions
and the science behind one of our most important organs – meaning that you’ll
be able to recommend moisturizers, aftershaves and astringents for every client,
treating and maintaining healthy scalps while arresting hair loss.

4. THE STYLE (BLOWDRYING AND STYLING)
Your clients will leave your chair feeling their absolute best, because you’ll
become the master of multiple blowdrying techniques – by brush, by comb,
by hand and by diffuser – to ensure that those who seek out your services will
want to follow you throughout your career. Taking your expertise beyond the
barbershop, you’ll even be able to teach your clients blowdrying basics so they
can achieve similar results at home.

5. THE PURITY
Develop an unwavering commitment to keeping high standards in sanitation,
hygiene, decontamination, disinfection, sterilization and important safe work
practices. As a graduate of the Foundations Program, you can be confident that
you’ll offer impeccable services and run an immaculate business. Breaking down
the essential elements of bacteriology, you’ll learn how to keep your equipment
pristine and your clients safe.

“The level of professionalism was one thing that was instilled very
early on in Blanche and something that I still value. This is a very
personal industry, but you always have to maintain that level of
professionalism in the way that you dress, with your language, with
your topics of conversation.”
Eliza Trendiak, Pro Hair Graduate and Owner, Artel Salons
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6. THE PRODUCTS
With countless products available in our professional salon, Q&A, and stunning
retail store, CurliQue, our expert instructors will cut through the confusion so
you can recommend perfect styling solutions for every client. Understanding
how to get the ideal result from each product and being able to confidently
identify the right solutions for problem skin and hair will ensure that your
creations will look great on clients, weeks after you’ve worked on them.
Our students use luxe brands, popular products and cult lines like Oribe,
Goldwell, Kevin Murphy, Sachajuan, Joico, and bumble & bumble. For skincare,
brands include Dermalogica, Indie Lee, Antipodes and The Ordinary.

7. THE CLIENTS
Your creativity will get clients into your chair, but it’s how you treat them that will
keep them coming back. Through instruction in the classroom and face-to-face
practice with real clients at our student-run salon, Q&A, you’ll acquire the skills
and learn the routines necessary to ensure that your clients receive complete
service: from making them feel welcome as they step through your door to
teaching them how to maintain their style at home. As a barber, you are your own
advocate and marketing team, which makes learning the art of client-building and
client retention as essential as the cut and shave. Our industry experts will ensure
you have the personal skills to keep your chair continuously occupied.

“The service is above what clients are expecting. We make a
point of putting the cherry on top of a shave, trim or haircut –
checking hair on the nose, neck, ear and eyebrows. Guys enjoy
it when you can do a cut quickly and effectively, double-check
everything, then provide additional services.”
Cody Dunbar, Blanche Macdonald Pro Hair Graduate and Barber, Bourbon Barbershop
and Shave Club, Saskatoon.
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“Each instructor gave me something I’ve taken
away and used. The doors are always open.
If you have a question or a problem or need
advice, they’re there for you, whatever you need.”
Sandra Perovic, Blanche Macdonald Instructor,
Graduate and American Crew World Barbering Champion
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8. THE COLOUR
Every professional barber is an artist. A professional colourist needs
to be a great chemist too. Every head of hair is genetically unique, and
there’s a detailed science behind ensuring every client receives the colour
they’re looking for, be it natural looks, grey coverage or eye-popping tones
guaranteed to make them stand out in a crowd. We’ll introduce you the
products, science, technique and creativity of colouring hair.

9. THE CHEMISTRY
Texture, shape, colour. “Chem Tech” is how industry experts refer
to the many treatments a modern hair professional should master,
and you’ll master the science and methodology to perform them all.
Whether you’re bodifying straight hair or taming unruly curls, you’ll be
altering strands at a microscopic level with an expert’s understanding
of all the chemical processes on offer.

10. THE STENCIL
Ever wonder how high-end barbers are able to use clippers to
create amazingly intricate designs on clients’ heads? Become a
stencilling expert (sometimes called hair tattoos) and make the
impossible possible. Once you’ve mastered the techniques, this is your
opportunity to let your creativity run riot.

“The energy backstage at a fashion show is
incomparable. It’s pretty different from working in the
salon when you have to get a dozen people on stage in
half an hour. It’s hectic but exciting. Everyone is having
a great time.”
Zachary Skyler Jackson, grad and stylist, in Salon
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1 1 . T H E FA S H I O N
The barbershop has re-established itself on the high street, but emergence of
classic men’s styles have also reinvigorated the fashion industry. During the
Professional Barbering Program, you’ll experience this exciting and fast-paced
industry firsthand with the opportunity to create your own hair-focused fashion
photoshoot. Working hand-in-hand with talented photographers, stylists and
makeup artists, you’ll learn firsthand the specific requirements and etiquette of
working behind the camera.

12. THE TV & FILM INDUSTRY
Vancouver continues to host major TV and film productions from North America
and beyond. And every one of those Hollywood North productions needs skilled
hair professionals who can work quickly and effectively under pressure. Step
outside the barber shop and harness your creativity to tell stories through
characters’ hair and beards. Come prepared as a consummate professional who
knows the on-set etiquette of working with actors and film crews. Our grads
have gone straight from the school salon onto the sets of major productions.

“Growing up in Whitehorse my family would go to the video store
and rent the VHS tapes we’d watch that weekend. I never thought
I would make movies. My family called me a while ago to say that
they found the DVD of the first big movie I worked on in Walmart.
Seeing my name in the credits was so exciting for them.”
Kara Alaric, Blanche Macdonald Pro Hair grad and TV and Film Hairstylist and
Makeup Artist.
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13. THE SOCIAL
Whatever direction you want to take your career, a professional presence online
is essential. Hone your sophisticated social media skills beyond hashtags and
handles and develop a long-term social media strategy that will set you apart
from others in your industry. #success!

14. THE SHOP
Confidence in your ability to satisfy clients is one thing; starting and running a
successful hair business is another. The program will impart the basic business
skills you’ll need to operate as an entrepreneur and a professional – whether
it’s conducting a great job interview, renting a chair and operating as an
independent, or opening a fully-functioning barbershop of your own. Sound
daunting? It won’t be after our industry experts break down every step.

“I get to make people look and feel good for a living! As the boss,
I love being able to create a salon and the atmosphere how I feel
it should be.”
Erin Koslo, Blanche Macdonald Pro Hair grad and Owner, Vanity Corner Hair
Boutique, Edmonton.

The college reserves the right to change course offerings, course content, kit contents,
facilities, faculty, tuition fees, and course schedules without notice.
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T H E B L A N C H E M A C D O N A L D C E N T R E H A S G R A D U AT E D S T U D E N T S I N A VA R I E T Y
O F P R O G R A M S I N C L U D I N G H A I R , B A R B E R I N G , E S T H E T I C S , N A I L S , FA S H I O N
A N D M A K E U P A R T I S T R Y. W I T H T H R E E C A M P U S E S I N VA N C O U V E R , A F L A G S H I P
RETAIL STORE AND HAIR SALON, THE COLLEGE HAS EARNED A WORLDWIDE
R E P U T AT I O N F O R I T S AWA R D - W I N N I N G E X C E L L E N C E I N E D U C AT I O N .
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Q& A S T U D E N T S A LO N

Q&A STUDENT SALON
To become a top Barbering professional, you need to perfect your
craft with countless hours of practice and practical application.
Work with real clients. Be supported and mentored by your
instructors. Develop the speed, accuracy and confidence
that you need to compete and excel. Q&A is our cutting edge,
student-operated hair salon at the Atelier Campus, in downtown
Vancouver. This is where our Pro Barbering students put their
knowledge to practice.
By working on outside clients, you are developing your
interpersonal skills. This is a people oriented business and
knowing how to provide a strong sense of customer service is
essential. Learn to deal with challenges on the spot and keep
cool under pressure. Gain exclusive product knowledge, attend
private training sessions, work with premiere product lines, and
interact with industry professionals. This experiential approach
to education will create a fluidity between your in-class and ‘real
world’ experiences so that, when you graduate, you can make a
seamless transition from classroom to career.
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Admissions
REQUIREMEN T S & PRO C E D UR E S
A D M I S S I O N S I N F O R M AT I O N
Making the decision to pursue a new career can be confusing
and challenging. To ease the process and to assist you in
researching your educational options, your first step is to
connect with an Admissions Director. Please give yourself the
time to speak with a college Director to thoroughly discuss
and review your career options, and to allow us to help you
with the admissions process and financial aid options.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
• Applicants must be a high school graduate or 19 years of
age or older at the start of the student’s program of study.
• Proof of English skills is required for ESL applicants:
Blanche Macdonald Centre English Assessment 21+/30,
IELTS 5.5+, TOEFL iBT 55+.
• If English is your primary language or you have completed
a minimum of 2 years of English study, you are not required
to submit proof of your English proficiency.
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ADMISSION PROCEDURES
Students who are Canadian Citizens or have Landed
Immigrant Status:
• Personal interviews are arranged with Admissions
Directors to assess the applicant’s aptitude and suitability
in this field, your degree of commitment to your studies,
financial capability and preparedness, and your experience
or knowledge of the industry. Interviews can be conducted
in person, by phone or Skype.
• Please complete the online Student Application/Personal
Information Form.
• Please indicate on your Application whether you require a
Canada Student Loan. Please note that students applying
for Student Loan funding must apply well in advance of
their start date.
• Once you have been accepted into the program, it is
essential that you register as early as possible. To ensure
small class sizes and a high teacher-student ratio, it is
necessary for the college to limit enrollment. If you wish
to have a preferred program starting date, or if you are
applying for Student Loan funding, advance registration
is strongly advised. The Blanche Macdonald Centre has
limited registration.
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TUITION GRANTS AND FINANCIAL AID
• There are Tuition grants available from the college ranging from $1000 to
$4000 for specific Programs and for specific start dates.
• Not all programs or dates have Tuition grants available.
• These Tuition grants are extended by the College to help students offset the
costs of their post-secondary studies.
Please contact an Admission Directors for further details.

STUDENT LOAN FUNDING
• The Barbering programs are designated for provincial and federal Student
Loan funding.
• For those students who qualify, the maximum allowable amount for students
without dependents is $320 per week. Eg. for a 24 week program x $320 =
maximum funding is $7680 for BC students.
• For those students who qualify, the maximum allowable amount for students
with dependents is $510 per week.
• Students applying from other provinces may have varying funding amounts.
Alberta generally has higher funding amounts.

The Blanche Macdonald Centre holds a designation certificate issued by the Private Training Institutions Branch (PTIB) of British
Columbia, holds an Education Quality Assurance (EQA) designation and is a designated learning institution with Citizenship &
Immigration Canada (CIC). The college reserves the right to refuse admission to any applicant who does not meet each of these
admission requirements.
At the Blanche Macdonald Centre, it is important to us that you are committed to your studies, well suited to this industry, and
able to handle the academic, financial and personal demands of the program. We are here to help address any of your concerns
and to help you and your family as best as we can with the admissions process.
These materials and the programs and information described herein are the proprietary intellectual property of Blanche
Macdonald Centre and no portion thereof may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, scanning, downloading, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without
the express written permission of Blanche Macdonald Centre. Any infringement of the intellectual property rights of Blanche
Macdonald Centre will result in Blanche Macdonald Centre exercising its available legal remedies without further notice.
Copyright © 2019 by Blanche Macdonald Centre, a division of Pacifique Riche Enterprises Ltd. All Rights Reserved

TUITION, TUITION GRANTS
AND FINANCIAL AID

T U I T I O N & KI T ( 250 HO U RS)

Professional Barbering Foundations Program
(250 HOURS)
A. Domestic Registration Fee for all programs = $250.00
B. Select your Domestic tuition payment plan option (please choose
one of the following)
1. $4000

$4000 | Paid on day of enrollment

2. $4400

$2200 | Paid on day of enrollment
$2200 | Paid on first day of class

3. $4900

$800 | Paid on day of enrollment
$2600 | Paid on first day of class
$1500 | Paid 60 days through the program

4 $5000 PT Schedule

$800 | Paid on day of enrollment
$1700 | Paid on first day of class
$500/month | Paid on 1st day of each month for 5 months

4 $5000 FT Schedule

$800 | Paid on day of enrollment
$1800 | Paid on first day of class
$800/month | Paid on 1st day of each month for 3 months

C. Professional Barbering kit
$1568

$1400 + GST/PST | Payment is due on the first day of class

The college reserves the right to change course offerings, course content, kit contents,
facilities, faculty, tuition fees, and course schedules without notice.
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T U I T I O N & KI T ( 6 0 0 HO U RS)

Professional Barbering Diploma Program
(600 HOURS)
A. Domestic Registration Fee for all programs = $250.00
B. Select your Domestic tuition payment plan option (please choose
one of the following)
1. $6900

$6900 | Paid on day of enrollment

2. $7300

$3650 | Paid on day of enrollment
$3650 | Paid on first day of class

3. $7500

$800 | Paid on day of enrollment
$4200 | Paid on first day of class
$2500 | Paid 90 days through the program

4. $7600

$800 | Paid on day of enrollment
$1360/month | Paid on 1st day of each month for 5 months

C. Professional Barbering kit
$1568

$1400 + GST/PST | Payment is due on the first day of class

The college reserves the right to change course offerings, course content, kit contents,
facilities, faculty, tuition fees, and course schedules without notice.
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Blanche Macdonald Centre, Vancouver BC Canada | Established 1960 | Schools • Store • Salon
Please contact an Admissions Director for registration details. info@blanchemacdonald.com | www.blanchemacdonald.com
instagram: @blancheworld facebook: facebook.com/blanchemacdonaldcentre

City Square—Uptown Campus
100 – 555 W.12th Ave,
Vancouver, Canada
T. 604.685.0347

Robson Street—Downtown Campus
460 Robson Street,
Vancouver, Canada
T. 604.685.0337

Atelier—Midtown Campus
CurliQue Beauty Boutique | Q&A Hair Salon
201 – 410 Robson Street,
Vancouver, Canada
T. 604.685.5560
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